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did Sennacherib possess the power of Assyria, but
he never invaded Palestine again.

Sennacherib had left Babylonia in the full en-
joyment of peace, but he had also sown thoroughly
the seeds of unrest. Bel-ibni, one of his own crea-
tures, was on the throne, but however well disposed
he was, there was no hope that he might success-
fully resist the distemper of the people. Their
patriotic love for Babylon, their belief that once a
world city meant always a world city, had been
grossly trodden under foot by the Assyrian king;
their inborn religious feeling had been outraged
beyond endurance by a king who paid not the
least attention to their solemn rites of coronation.
Sennacherib was now deeply embroiled in the
western troubles, and the Babylonians thoroughly
understood them, for news traveled far and fast
in the ancient Orient. The time was, to their
mind, auspicious for the reassertion of national
ideals. No matter what Bel-ibni may have desired,
he was forced by resistless public sentiment into a
position hostile to Assyria. Ever ready for any
chance at his old enemy, Merodach-baladau of the
Sea Lands joined in the rebellion, and the Chalde-
ans, under a native prince named Marduk-ushezib,
also engaged in it. This looked like a promising
rebellion, though that the confederates could di-
vide the land between them if there was success
might well be doubted.

The new organization of affairs in Babylonia
went well for a short period, until the appearance